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Diary week commencing 21
st

September 2009

Monday 21st

I spent the morning at my local office before travelling to London in advance of meetings the following day.

Tuesday 22nd

I attended our Northern Ireland team meeting in the morning. We discussed the security and political
situation in the Province, both of which are giving some cause for concern. I then attended a private
business meeting in the afternoon, did further office work in London and travelled back to Tewkesbury that
evening.

Wednesday 23rd

I had a meeting with the head at Tewkesbury School , John Reilly. He is really switched on. We discussed
the problems of continuing the leisure facilities for the community once the borough council’s revenue
funding ends. Other schools will also be affected. He also showed me round the Launchpad in Tewkesbury ,
which provides training in such professions as hairdressing, engineering, catering etc for school-aged
children. It is very impressive. I had the “pleasure” of carrying out the “topping-out” ceremony of the
building – high up in the sky on a cherry-picker (that was the worst bit) on a rainy day – some months ago!

Thursday 24th

I spoke at the Tewkesbury Business Breakfast Club held at Sherdons in the morning, my theme being the
need for a return by government to honest money following the debt and banking crisis. I then carried out
some office work before travelling to Heathrow to leave for a short break. Later that evening I arrived in
New York !

Friday 25th – Monday 28th

I spent a few days in New York City. It is a tremendously exciting place. Crime is much lower now than in
the past. It’s my first visit to the city since I ran the marathon there in 1994, when I was considerably
younger, fitter and slimmer! Certain things are now very expensive and hotel rooms are small, but it was a
great time.





Diary week commencing 7th September 2009

Monday 7th
I visited a company called Cymbio in Tewkesbury, which basically provides IT help and advice to the NHS.
We had a very interesting discussion. The rest of the day I spent in my local office on correspondence.

Tuesday 8th
I spent most of the day in my local office then attended an event held by the Chamber of Commerce in
Tewkesbury in the evening. The discussion centred around IT but there was also a presentation by the head
teacher of Alderman Knight School, Claire Steel. I continue to take a close interest in the school since we
won the battle to keep it open.

Wednesday 9th
I travelled to Birmingham airport and caught an early flight to Belfast as part of my Front Bench duties.
While there, I had a meeting on the Shankill Road to discuss the poor education achievements of children in
that area. And then, as if by contrast, I travelled to Enniskillen to speak at a grammar school which has a
rich history, boasting Oscar Wilde as one of its past pupils. The questions from the pupils were many and
varied! The Northern Ireland Educaton Minister (as part of the Assembly) has got the education system into
a bit of a mess there, in that they seem to have abolished the 11-plus but kept grammar schools. I then had
a meeting with representatives of the drinks industry regarding the problems facing pubs because of the -
unfair in their eyes - competition they face from supermarkets. This is a matter I have raised in
Westminster.

Thursday 10th
I travelled to South Armagh and held meetings with two victims' support groups in that area. They do
tremendous work against all odds and against a background of great tragedy and sadness. I also had a
briefing from the police in this area. There is a heightened security concern at the moment following
dissident republican activity which culminated in a large bomb being discovered in Forkhill last week. I
visited the site. The bomb was intended to kill police officers who use this quiet country lane. I also visited a
number of other border towns, including Crossmaglen. I then returned to Belfast and spent some time
waiting for an again-delayed plane! It was almost midnight when I returned to Tewkesbury.

Friday 11th
I was on the road again first thing on my way to visit Rolls-Royce down at Filton. As aerospace is so
important to my constituency, I wanted to have a look round this company's site, as they make the engines
for some of the planes. I found it very interesting. I returned to Tewkesbury in the afternoon and then
attended a Party gathering in Cheltenham in the evening, at which I spoke.

Saturday 12th
I took this day off. Well, almost - I did do a few emails. And then I enjoyed a meal and a few drinks with
friends at the local pub in the evening.

Sunday 13th
Another busy day! I travelled to Winchcombe to attend a Party gathering. Then I attended the Borough
Mayor's Civic Service at St Lawrence's Chuch, Sandhurst. It was a well attended service. Following a meal on
the run, or at least on the road, in the evening I attended a performance of Amadeus at Deane Close School
in Cheltenham. It was very powerfully acted by the young actors (I am informed that actresses are these
days referred to as actors) and it was quite educational.





Diary Week Commencing 17th August 2009

Monday 17th

I spent the day at my office in Tewkesbury working on emails and letters. People can still write to me at the
House of Commons and, if I'm working at this end, either my Secretary can send the letters on to me or I
can arrange for the House of Commons to redirect it to me.

Tuesday 18th - Thursday 20th

I took some time out to attend York races. I take a keen interest in horse racing and have attended the
"Ebor" meeting for a number if years now. York is a beautiful, historic city and it's a privilege to be there. I
was still able to access some emails while there, as I like to keep in touch.

Friday 21st

I returned from York in the morning and went to see the Consultant about my back injury. He then wanted
me to go for an MRI scan that afternoon. I was not looking for ward to this, given the claustrophobic nature
of the machine! I had one which was open at the sides, but I kept my eyes firmly shut for the 20-25 minutes
duration, and listened to the PM programme on Radio 4! I spent the evening catching up on further emails.

Saturday 22nd
I travelled to Coventry for the wedding of a friend of mine, Raj, who was marrying Sangeeta. Raj is a
Christian and Sangeeta a Hindu, so there were two wedding ceremonies. The Hindu one was very
interesting in that there are rituals involved which have much meaning. Both lunch and dinner consisted of
curry, which I very much like. I was so pleased for this couple. Raj, a heart surgeon, had been suspended by
the NHS in that area for a number of years on a trumped-up charge and the case had cost the NHS millions.
He was supported by Sangeeta for years and won his case recently.

Sunday 23rd
I travelled back from Coventry, did some emails then spent the rest of the day with friends. I also received
the tragic news that one of our villagers had been hit by a lorry on the Saturday morning at the Mythe and
was in an extremely serious condition in Cheltenham General. I very much hope he pulls through.



Diary week commencing 10
th

August 2009

Monday 10th
I made the key-note address at a course entitled "Leadership for a Global Society" at the Federal Executive Institute in Charlottesville,
Virginia. The people attending the week-long course paid $3,500 for the pleasure of doing so, which made it important for me to get it
right! I have posted a summary of the speech I made elsewhere on this web-site. Virginia (named so after the Virgin Queen, Elizabeth
I) was one of the original 13 colonies in the USA and the history of the Civil War/Revolution is very strong there.

Tuesday 11th
I attended part of the course in the morning, then made my way by car back up to Washington Dulles airport for my flight back. I was
able to access my emails from the airport as I waited for the plane. I also made a number of phone calls to my Tewkesbury office to try
to sort out one or two issues which had arisen.

Wednesday 12th
I arrived back from Virginia with BA. It was a reasonably comfortable flight, though the overnight ones, which this was, are never too
comfortable! In the evening, we went to TGI Friday in Cheltenham to celebrate the 4th birthday of my granddaughter, Hannah!

Thursday 13th
I visited my GP for some advice on my back problem, which (I like to think) was aggravated by a sporting injury, sustained when
playing in a charity cricket match a few weeks ago. It is extremely painful. One of the problems with my visiting my GP is that he also
talks to me about NHS issues and the appointment can take a while, keeping others waiting - sorry! I then spent the rest of the day in
my Tewkesbury office, catching up on letters, emails and invitations.

Friday 14th
I held a meeting with a representative of Ecclesiastical Insurance, who are looking to relocate to consolidate their business. Formed in
the 19th Century, their profits are distributed to mainly church-based charities and are an interesting company. I then had a meeting at
Coopers Edge to discuss the new primary school which will come about because of money from the developers as part of their planning
permission in that area. A parents group are bidding to run the school, as they can under recent legislation.

Saturday 15th
A day off, largely, spent with visits from my step-daughter, Jemma, her husband, Mark, and their three children, Natasha, 10, Kieran, 7,
and Hannah, 4. They enjoyed some time riding our horses. At the moment, because of my back injury, I have to just watch - no golf or
riding horses for me at the moment!

Sunday 16th
At my computer from first thing, looking through emails, writing bits for my website and drawing up items for my next newsletter in
Churchdown. I had lunch with my family, then more computer work later in the day.


